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The House of Representatives increased two key community service line items for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities – Turning 22 and Autism Division services.  Small increases were also allocated to Family Support (Respite) and Community Residential services.   We request the Senate maintain most of the accounts in the House Budget version and provide increased allocation for certain community accounts.   
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5911-1003  Administration & Operations  $74,522,766  $77,575,612 $77,575,612

5911-2000 Transportation $14,137,324  $14,137,324 $14,137,324

5920-2000 Community Residential $568,961,352  $569,334,202 $571,334,202 

5920-2006 Residential Rate Initiative $2,000,000  $2,250,000 $2,250,000

5920-2010 State Ops. $137,630,099  $136,245,115 $136,245,115

5920-2020 Boulet/Waiting List $88,340,110  $88,173,986 $88,173,986

5920-2025 Day/Employment $128,959,457  $128,959,457 $128,959,457

5920-3000 Family Supports $55,044,228  $55,294,228 $58,044,228 

5920-3010 Autism Division $3,287,118  $5,421,753 $5,421,753

5920-5000 Turning 22 $6,100,000  $7,700,000 7,700000*

5930-1000 State Schools $188,217,948  $187,545,814 $187,545,814

5948-0012 DOE/DMR $8,000,000  $8,000,000 $9,000,000 

5982-1000 Templeton Retained $150,000  $150,000 $150,000

TOTAL $1,275,350,402  $1,280,787,491

4000-0117 EOHHS Salary Reserve $23,000,000  $23,000,000 $23,000,000

4000-0650 Community First Initiative $45,800,000  $15,000,000 $45,800,000 

Non-DMR Budget Items

FISCAL YEAR 2009

Department of Mental Retardation Budget 


          *note Turning 22 Senate request for $2 Million in annualization for 2010- see below 

The Need
Families in Massachusetts have predominantly chosen to keep their children with disabilities at home. This decision has never been fully supported by the service system or resource allocations.  Annual increases in the Turning 22 account reflect the governor’s and legislature’s recognition that graduating students need services and support.  However, other community accounts – for adults whose parents are aging, individuals who require job re-training, and children that need behavioral supports or respite care –  do NOT receive annual increases.  More information is available at our website, arcmass.org, under State House/Policy. 
Please increase the funds allocated by the House on the following line-items
Line Item                    Service                    

     Request 


         Total                             
5920-3000      Family Support         
$2, 800, 000    

$58,044,228

The account serves more than 13,000 individuals (including more than 8,600 under 18) who are eligible for DMR services because of a range of disabilities (autism, down syndrome, cerebral palsy, etc.). Family Supports has received only one increase (outside of Turning 22 re-allocations) of $500,000 in the past seven years.  A 3000-family wait list is estimated by state officials.  An investment of $3,000,000 would reach 1,500 individuals and families.

Line Item                    Service                    

      Request 


       Total                             

5948-0012       DOE-DMR                       
$1, 000, 000  

$9,000,000

Children with challenging behaviors can end up in residential schools away from family and community.  The DOE-DMR program provides options within a child’s own community.  This program is funded through chargebacks from the Department of Education (DOE) through account 7061-0012.  The program has not had increased funding in more than 3 years and some families cannot wait.  The $1 Million will allow DMR to address the wait list and hopefully prevent the separation of children from families. 
Line Item                    Service                    

          Request 


                    Total                             

5920-5000      Turning 22
              
Hold House for FY2009

$7,700,000

FY2010 Annualization
    $2 million



$19.6 million 
The numbers of students who need these services – those transitioning from school-life to adult-life – has increased 33% the last five years to over 600 students, but funding has not kept pace. At this funding level, students will still face a gap in services. Almost 200 students out of an estimated 610 graduating, will require residential services which leaves little for the majority who continue to live with family members and need employment or family support.  Remaining Turning 22 students require an average of $22,000 worth of services yearly. Without those funds, young people will have n where to go and they run the risk of losing many of the skills acquired in all of their earlier learning. Parents may need to quit their jobs to stay home with these young people resulting in not only lost wages for the family but also a reduction in tax revenue.

Line Item                              Service                    

         Request 

        Total                             

5920-2000      Community Residential  
    $2,170,000   
$571,504,352 

This account serves 11,000 individuals who receive Community Residential services.  The House restored part of its $543,000 cut.   The only growth in this account is the re-allocation of FY’08 Turning 22 and Salary Reserve $$ (this is true of Day/Employment too).  Waiting lists have been growing since the Boulet Settlement was completed.  There is no emergency account and limited flexibility at DMR when individuals appear in crisis or urgent need.    
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