ARC Testimony at EOHHS Hearings 

August 27, 2008

Introduction

My name is Dr, Nancy J. Zollers, Public Policy Director at Arc of Massachusetts.  The Arc of Massachusetts’ mission is to enhance the lives of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. We accomplish this through advocacy of supports and services based in the community.
Written testimony will be filed by our Executive Director, Leo Sarkissian in keeping with your request for two minute testimony here.

Each of us on this panel represents dozens of others who have important stories that should inform your budget priorities for 2008 – 2009.

Arc knows of 600 families waiting for community residential, 6000 waiting for their first dollar of family support (respite) and far too many adults with disabilities unemployed and underemployed.

Thank you for the opportunity to outline these unmet needs and resulting outcomes for citizens of the Commonwealth.

With me today is

Edwina and Ricahrd Spillane

Ellen Sabino

and Rev. John Odom

It is not easy for families and consumers to travel to these hearings and wait for our opportunity to be heard. We will each keep our comments to two minutes because we have to get home to our families, our jobs, and our duties.

The Arc is pleased to be before you today to note the budget victories obtained in the Spring, our joy at the DMR name change and our relief that transition age remains 14 years old. Today we want to  especially  reiterate our great confidence in Secretary Howe. However, today too many families are waiting for fundamental support.

While some new dollars have been obtained in this budget cycle, we simply can’t address the needs of our citizens in the community while we continue to support the many Commonwealth institutions.

We are very concerned about the dollars required to maintain institutions being lost to adequate home and community services for individuals with disabilities.  This not only affects access to services for children and adults, but is reflected in under funded community services which are primarily provided through contracts with private not for profit agencies.

Adequate funding/history

Last year, The Arc of Massachusetts released some information specifically about funding needs for those with intellectual and developmental disabilities served through the newly, renamed Department of Developmental Services or DDS.    

1. Increases in the initial House 2 Budget for DDS were projected at 1.8% after accounting for federal reimbursement to the state for the new spending.

2. Additionally, during the period of 2006-2009, 

a. the State Institution budget grew $22 Million on a base of $166 Million—13.39%  

b. the Community services (non-state provided) budget grew $95 Million on a base of $780 Million with an influx of 3000 new individuals—growth at 12.21%

3. In the 2008, State of the States in Developmental Disabilities, the authors report (Braddock et all, Univ. of Colorado and AAIDD), that Massachusetts actually lost ground in community services spending by over 2 % between 2004 and 2006 when dollars were adjusted for inflation.  The national average during this period was an increase of 3%.  

There is something wrong with this picture.  How can existing services stay intact when our investment decreases and, if in subsequent years, 3000 NEW people are being served with a % increase that is smaller than that given to the institutional system?

Need for community supports and services:

1. We must address  under-served individuals and programs that presently exist – implementing Senate 2674 with 3%  and maintain the salary reserve until S. 2674 is fully implemented (the 3% will begin to address health care premium increases and energy costs that have been absorbed for years)

2. Students Turning 22 – more than 600 today as opposed to 440 in 1999.  We need $11 Million for year 1 and an annualized appropriation of $23 Million

3. Family Support – FY’2009 included $1 M in new monies—it’s a good start, but we have almost 3000 families waiting, if $6,000 was allocated to each family, it would require $18 Million

4. DDS (DMR)- DOE program received a much needed boost of $2 Million last year, assuming we still have 150 students waiting, an appropriation of $4.5 Million would be needed at $30,000 per student

5. Autism division—to serve all those waiting for the waiver, it would require another $2.5 Million above last year’s allocation

6. To address the needs of those waiting for employment and residential support services, a total of $10 Million is needed across those two line items

7. To really address all the need, it would take $127 Million to serve 5,000 new or underserved citizens and an additional 6,000 in existing residential services rate relief  

 Thank you for your attention today and your vigorous support of citizens with disabilities and their families.

