Purpose continued...

of our Project to improve health care access and eliminate health disparities, The Arc of
Massachusetts conducted research via 10 focus groups, 84 on-line surveys, and 37 key
informant interviews.

Focus groups were completed with self-advocates (age 18 and over), parents/guardians, and
community support professionals. As a way to reach those who were unable to attend a focus
group session, the Project also gained additional experiences and perspectives from
parents/guardians, adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities (ID/DD), and
providers who serve individuals with ID/DD through an on-line survey.

Additionally, the Project used the interview method to collect knowledge and experiences
among health care providers, state legislators, and health insurance providers.

After extensive coding and analysis of the data, in year two, the Project team produced a
compelling report, which was published in February 2009. The Project has hosted five
community meetings on the report’s findings, one of them at The Boston Foundation with
Executive Office of Health and Human Services Secretary, Dr. JudyAnn Bigby, as a panelist.

Currently, the Project is working to address the urgent barriers identified in the report and
effectively make systemic statewide change.



