February 3, 2011
Dear Self-Advocates, Families, and Staff:

Day Habilitation, funded by MassHealth (Massachusetts Medicaid), is at risk.  Because of large mounting deficits in MassHealth’s budget, the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy, a department under the Massachusetts Executive Office of Health and Human Services, has proposed and announced a devastating 3.7% rate cut for Day Habilitation programs effective March 15, 2011.  Before the cut goes into effect, the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy will hold a Day Habilitation hearing on February 23, 2011 at 10 a.m. at Hoagland-Pincus Conference Center (222 Maple Ave. Shrewsbury, MA 01545) to hear from those who oppose and support the rate cut.
What does it mean if the rate cut went into effect? 
· Recipients of this program may lose essential medical and clinical services provided by Day Habilitation programs. 
· Parents or family members may be forced to stay at home to care for their son or daughter, rather than go to work to provide for their families.  
· The cumulative inflation rate since 2001 is 23.91%.  If the proposed cuts are instituted, Day habilitation providers will have received only 1.52% in increased funding during that period.   Providers will be forced to lay off staff members or significantly reduce staff members’ hours as a way to deal with this reduction since all other costs such as occupancy and insurance are fixed. The biggest rate cut will affect staffing for individuals with high medical and behavior needs.
What can I do to help fight against the proposed 3.7% rate cut?

· Write a one page letter telling your story and turn it, along with a photo and release of information, into your Day Habilitation provider or agency. (You can also submit your letter and photo directly to the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy). This letter will be considered as written testimony. Your Day Habilitation provider has a release form and a template you can use to write this letter. In your letter, tell the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy your story; help them understand the need for Day Habilitation and what it means to you. 

· Sign up with your Day Habilitation provider or agency to present oral testimony at the Day Habilitation hearing on Feb. 23. Self-advocates, family members, and staff can opt to use their one page letter as a guide when testifying before the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy. Providing oral testimony gives you the opportunity to voice your needs and concerns in front of the Division of Health Care Finance and Policy.
Day Habilitation is the only community-based daytime service in Massachusetts designed for adults with developmental disabilities that provide a combination of clinical services, medical oversight and life skills/adult daily living training. Day Habilitation is a cost-effective, integral community component in the human service system. We ask that you help us. We must collectively work together to save this program from dramatic cuts.
Sincerely, 

